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Minutes 

 
A Full Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 20

th
 November 2018 in the Reading 

Room, Chailey Green, commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present:  Cllr. K. Jordan (Chair)  
Cllrs. P. Atkins, S. Avery, N. Belcher, M. Cornwall, E. Berry, M. Evans, M. 
Lethem, J. Millam, P. Olbrich and J. Tregenza. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Public present: eight. 
 

In attendance: S Treharne, Clerk to the Council. 
 

18/168.Apologies for absence: none. 
 

18/169.Declarations of interest: none. 
 

18/170.Questions/comments from members of the public: a number of members of the 
public spoke in support of the installation of a crossing over the A275 in South 
Chailey. A number have or had children at Chailey School and explained the 
difficulties and dangers faced by children crossing the road. Some thought that it is 
only a matter of time before a serious accident occurs. Those living close to the 
junction on Mill Lane with the A275 mentioned that they heard vehicle horns on a 
regular basis. A number asked why the speed limit on the A275 in South Chailey is 
40mph and not 30mph and thought that the installation of a crossing would help to 
manage traffic speed. It was noted that, when the Gradwell End facility is open, the 
number of elderly wishing to cross the main road would increase. Finally, it was 
noted that the difficulties with parking at St Peter’s Primary School meant that more 
younger children were using buses to get to South Chailey and were then faced with 
crossing the road there.  

 

18/171.To receive a report on Warrs Hill and New Heritage and the possibility of 

installing a crossing over the A275 in South Chailey: in view of the comments 
made by members of the public it was agreed that this item would be moved up the 
agenda. 

  
 The Clerk and Cllr. Evans explained the history to the Council’s attempts to have a 

crossing installed. The most recent proposals, including improvements to the 
junction of the A275 and Mill Lane, would have cost over £40,000 and the Council 
had not had the funds available to meet its share of bill. The crossing though had 
remained on the Council’s agenda and had been discussed from time to time with 
ESCC Highways. The Council is aware that many residents wish to see a safer 
means of crossing the main road.  
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 In recent months the funding position has potentially changed, in that developments 

in relation to how monies paid under a s106 agreement relating to the development 
at New Heritage might be spent mean that the Council is exploring whether some of 
these monies might be used to fund a crossing. The Clerk had written to Lewes DC 
to try and establish the availability of the monies for this purpose. The Council has 
also received about £20,000 under the Community Infrastructure Levy, which funds 
could potentially be used. There are also other possible sources of funds, including 
the Community Match Fund administered by ESCC. 

 
 At its meeting in October 2018 the Council resolved to commission a feasibility study 

and the Clerk is in correspondence with ESCC to get this under way.  
 

18/172.Items considered as a matter of urgency: Cllr. Jordan drew Councillors’ attention 
to a Consistory Court to be held on 23

rd
 November concerning the proposals to 

reorganise the interior of St Peter’s Church including the removal of pews, a move 
which he considered should be opposed by the Council. Cllr. Evans spoke to explain 
the background to the proposals and suggested that the Council should not become 
involved. After discussion, Cllr. Jordan proposed a motion that he be authorised to 
write on behalf of the Council expressing the Council’s opposition to the removal of 
the pews. This motion was seconded by Cllr. Millam and was agreed.   

 

18/173.To agree the Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 16
th

 October 2018: 
the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

18/174.To receive and if thought fit approve financial reports for October 2018: 
receipts for the month were £2,421.  Payments totalled £5,053, including £2,250 for 
professional fees in relation to the drafting of the neighbourhood plan. The Clerk 
reminded Councillors that the Council’s Consultant’s fees are being paid from grant 
monies received for that purpose. Cllr. Lethem proposed and Cllr. Tregenza 
seconded a motion that the financial reports be approved and this was agreed. 

  

18/175.To approve a schedule of the direct debits and standing orders authorised by 

the Council: the Clerk explained the reasons for the periodic automatic payments. 
Cllr. Belcher proposed and Cllr. Lethem seconded a motion that the schedule be 
approved and this was agreed. 

 

18/176.To approve a schedule of discretionary and similar payments made by the 

Council: the Clerk explained the schedule of payments and asked Councillors to 
confirm that the same payments should be included for consideration in the draft 
budget for 2019/20. Cllr. Tregenza proposed and Cllr. Olbrich seconded a motion 
that the payments should be included in the 2019/20 draft budget and this was 
agreed. 

 

18/177.To receive a report on the Council’s involvement with the Andros Almshouse 

Charity: the Clerk reported on a meeting that he and the Chair had attended with 
 the Charity’s Trustees. The meeting had looked forward and had included discussion 
of the appointment by the Council of a Nominated Trustee, as allowed for under the 
Charity’s scheme. The Council has identified someone who is willing to act as the 
Nominated Trustee. The person concerned is to meet the Trustees, following which it 
is hoped that the appointment can be made by the Council. 
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18/178.To receive a report on complaints received by the Council and others into 

activities at a farm in South Chailey: the Clerk reported that in recent months he 
had received complaints about smoke and noise nuisance in South Chailey. He had 
relayed these to Lewes DC. Other complaints have been made direct to Lewes DC 
who are taking forward all the complaints received and making enquiries into 
possible breaches of environmental and planning law.   

 

18/179.To consider the use of gender neutral language in Council policies and other 

publications: Cllr. Avery introduced this subject. He considered it best practice for 
all documents issued by the Council to use gender neutral language. After 
discussion, Cllr. Tregenza proposed and Cllr. Berry seconded a motion that all 
documents issued by the Council should use gender neutral language, but in relation 
to documents already in existence any changes necessary to ensure compliance 
with this motion should only be made as those documents are revised or reissued. 
This was agreed. 

 

18/180.To consider and if thought fit approve an updated Complaints Procedure: 
Councillors considered the draft procedure circulated with the agenda. After 
discussion, Cllr. Avery proposed and Cllr. Olbrich seconded a motion that, subject to 
(1) changing “invariable” where it appears in the penultimate line of paragraph 1.5 of 
the draft procedure to “normal”, and (2) making any changes necessary to ensure 
that the procedure complies with the Council’s requirement on the use of gender 
neutral language, the proposed procedure should be approved. This motion was 
agreed. 

 

18/181.To receive a report on the Sports Pavilion: the Clerk advised that he is still 
waiting for the final contract sum to be agreed with the contractor: until this is done 
the extent to which funds remain will not be known. 

 

18/182.To receive a report on the Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr. Jordan reported that the 
draft plan is currently being reviewed by Lewes DC. Once any comments are 
received, the draft plan will go back to the Council’s Consultant. It is hoped that the 
finalised draft plan will be available for scrutiny by the Council early in the New Year.  

 

18/183.To receive verbal reports from Councillors on their area(s) of responsibility 

and/or on their involvement with village organisations:  
 
Cllr. Olbrich reported on the good progress that has been made to sort out the 
equipment previously used by the Youth Club. The Bonfire Society has expressed 
interest in making use of the container. 
 
Cllr. Belcher reported that the second session for residents to learn about CPR and 
the use of defibrillators will be held in the evening of 4

th
 January 2019. Details will be 

circulated shortly.  
 
Cllr. Olbrich reported on his enquiries into the possibility of establishing a play area 
at Rowheath. Issues over planning would need to be addressed. The extent to which 
funds are or could be available depends in part on how any road crossing in South 
Chailey is to be funded. 
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Cllr. Cornwall referred to the state of the new carpet at the Sports Pavilion: it appears 
that access via the back door to the changing rooms may not be being used. The 
Clerk will investigate. 
 
Cllr. Evans referred to the recent AGM of the Friends of Chailey Windmill. The steps 
to the windmill are now in good condition and it is not expected that the windmill 
repainting will need to take place in 2019. Surplus cash of £100 held by the Friends 
has been passed to the Council.  
 
Cllr. Evans reminded Councillors that the next meeting with ESCC Highways will take 
place on 10

th
 December. Any items for inclusion on the agenda should be sent to him 

or the Clerk. Cllr Millam referred to the good job recently done by Highways in siding 
footpaths. 
 
Cllr. Avery considered that the mapping software used by the Council could be 
replaced.  
 

18/184.To note and consider any implications arising from the Council’s duty under 

             section 17(1) of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998: nothing to report.  
 

18/185.Confidential matters: to consider a resolution of exclude the press and public 

from the meeting in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

(Admission to meetings) Act 1960 in order to discuss items of a confidential or 

commercially sensitive nature: Cllr. Jordan advised that it was not necessary to 
consider a motion to exclude the press and public.  

 

18/186.Date of the next meeting of the Full Council: Tuesday 11
th
 December 2018 at 

7.30pm at the Reading Room, Chailey Green. 
 

 

Signed:      Ken Jordan   Date:  11
th
 December 2018 

Chairman 


